


TORGCQO: An Introduction

by Rob

The contents of this issue have been in the making for a long

time -- forty years to be exact.

It was in late 1980 or early 1981, around the time that I
turned 10 years old, that I began drawing a one-page superhero
strip called "Torgo!" (the title usually had an exclamation point
at the end). | was in 5th grade and drew each episode on a
single piece of paper, and kept doing them because my classmate
Matt Seidl scemed to enjoy them.

The character Torgo was an android who fought for good,
having rebelled from his evil creator Dr. Ogrot. (Ogrot is
Torgo spelled backwards, of course.) Ogrot created an army of
robot foes for Torgo to fight (most notably Claw, who had a
claw on the end of one arm), and | was perhaps inspired by
Captain Marvel's arch-foe Dr. Sivana in creating Ogrot.

Torgo (in name anyway) was inspired by the obscure
Lee-Kirby character whose original appearance had recently
been reprinted in Marvel's Greatest Comics #74 (Nov. 1977).
Marvel's Torgo looked like a robot whereas mine had a helmet
like Iron Man's (I got rid of the opening for the mouth in the
mid-1980s). 1 also liked the jagged edges on Giant-Man's
gloves, so in the 1980-81 episodes, I had Torgo wearing similar
gloves, although later abandoned that idea because it seemed to
clash with the rest of his costume.

| wrote and drew just over thirty of these one-page Torgo
strips, concluding with a #31 (or #33, evidently 1 had lost
count), drawn on the back of a school newsletter dated March
1981, That final strip is included in this issue, spread across
two pages to make it easier to view, since the paper size on this
final installment was 8.5" x 14". (The rest had been drawn on
8.5" x 10" paper.)

My classmate Matt offered to buy all 30+ Torgo episodes
from me, which | was happy to agree to. So that all of the
sheets would be together, they were put in a folder, and I drew
a picture of Torgo on the front of it. (I have reprinted that
drawing as the cover of this new issue.) On the back of the
folder, I started doing a faithful recreation of the very first Torgo
strip. Unfortunately, | only did the first 5 panels of this redraw
before turning my attention elsewhere, and never got back to it.
Anyway, the comics belonged to Matt, and 1 think he tried to
continue the redrawn #1, beginning a new panel, but also gave
up the attempt. That unfinished redrawn version of #1 also
appears in this issue.

Unfortunately that is all that survives of my 1980-81 Torgo
comics: the final episode (#31/33), the unfinished redrawn #1,
and the cover image. But I'm to blame for this, since shortly
after he bought the Torgo strips, Matt evidently felt bad about
having the strips and gave them all back to me. That was back
in the early 1980s, and [ haven't seen them since the mid-1980s,
so | assume that they accidentally got thrown away back then.

Imes

(Above drawing circa 1985)

In 1982, I started writing comic book scripts in a
journal about a superhero named Captain Universe
(another name owned by Marvel, although 1 had thought
up the name before 1 saw the Marvel character) and
eventually | added Torgo to the storyline. It was in these
strips that it was established that Torgo lived on a parallel
Earth called Concord, and that is where most of his
adventures take place. Torgo and Captain Universe, along
with a Moon Knight-lookalike called Major Megoin, were
the "big three" of a JLA-style group called The Protectors
(also later called The Galactians, when The Protectors
looked a little too obvious and generic a name). I drew a
few illustrations of the group, but drew no comics
featuring them. Shown in this issue are a few such illos
from the 1980s that feature Torgo, including one for a
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fantasy-based series called "Trapworld" (I always liked that
name). Another superhero strip I had an idea for during the
early 1980s was "The Soldier and the Cyborg" (which
also has a nice ring to it). While unrelated to Torgo, it does
feature an android hero and so I've included two pages that
I drew circa 1983 (unfortunately all that were done).

In 1986, I attempted to revive Torgo with a new series
of one-pagers, picking up the numbering where it left off.
But Torgo #34 (also in this issue) was the only one that [
did of this 1986 version. Also around that time, 1 drew
three short parody one-page strips using the character.
Turdo #2 & 3 are included here; | haven't found #1
(although perhaps it's for the best!).

Back then, | drew these pages on any scrap of paper
available, even ruled notebook paper (like "Turdo" was),
with no thought of how that might affect its future
preservation. While | have allowed some of the earlier
pages to retain a "warts and all" look for this issue, others I
felt were worthy of spending some time trying to restore
them to their original state. In some cases this meant
spending hours manually erasing lines that had bled through
from the other side of the page. Happily the reproduction
in this collection is the best available, even though I wasn't
able to access the original artwork for some of the strips and
had to rely on photocopies | had made.

By 1989, my friend Matt Seidl had moved to England
and I was regularly writing letters to him. One day I thought
it would be fun to draw up new one-page Torgo stories for
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him, drawn on the backs of my letters. [ started fresh with
a new #1, subtitled "The New Beginning," and did seven of
them (#1-7) before calling it a day. | made xeroxes of the
strips before sending them off to Matt, but stupidly I wasn't
concerned about quality control and the left page edge is
severly cropped on my photocopies.

A few years ago, when | was thinking of doing a reprint
of my Torgo strips, | asked Matt for copies of those seven
strips, and he was able to email me scans of all but #7. So,
I have extended the left page edge on my xerox of #7 and
filled in the missing material to make it complete. You may
be able to detect the addition yourself, but if not: everything
above and below the "19" in "1989" was added in 2021.

In 1990, I drew some more Torgo one-pagers for Matt,
starting with #8. (These reference the old-time radio series
The Hall of Fantasy, and 1 printed #8-10 in my OTR
fanzine Tune In in 1992.) 1 soon realized I'd not picked up
the story where #7 had left off, so I drew a #7 1/2 to fill
the gap (drawn around the time | drew #10, but placed in
numerical order for this collection). I don't know if 1 did a
#12, but I did draw half of a #13 (retelling Torgo's origin)
before calling it quits again. 1 did draw an undated #1
("Night of the Ghouls"), probably in the early 1990s, but
there was no #2. And that was the last Torgo strip I did.

Nonetheless, I had fun drawing these, and in fact #10
("Red Blood and Candy") is one of my favorite comics that
I've ever done. Will I ever draw another Torgo story? As
the saying goes: only time will tell!

(Notebook skétches from the mid-1980s. Seott Ogrot is
i he son of Torgo's eVl creator Dr. Ogrot, and can be

| iefly s 'n TORGO #7 1/2 in this issue. The "Ultroid"
name shown here would be used by me again, and also
gs an alternative to TORGO'’s name should I ever have to
change it. The Ultroid face in this sketch, however, was
_«:mssef—éu& indicating that it was not used.)
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(Abave: The unfinished recreation of TORGO #1 (circa Dec. 1980), drawn in 1981 when 1 was 10 years old, The original TORGO #1, along with TORGO #2 through #30 from 1980-1981,
no longer survive. Below: An unfinished TORGO strip from Dec. 1990, done when I was 20 years old, telling the origin of TORGO.)
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On this page, and the next page, is the final TORGO strip, #31 (or #33, the
original number was written over at some point) from March 1981.

I think that my friend Matt crossed off the "The End" box at the bottom
(last panel on next page), perhaps intending to continue the series.
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On the next several pages are various odds and ends related to the TORGO strip, as noted in
this issue's introduction. Above is a "Trapworld"” drawing from 1987 with Torgo shown in
the middle. (The warrior Blood is shown at left, and I just made up the guy on the right as I
drew the picture.) The TORGO #2 cover ("Felicia") is from around 1985, and was going to be
about a woman who had a car accident that was restored to life by becoming a cyborg
thanks to Doctor Ogrot. (This idea was used later in the 1989 Torgo strips.) The "TURDO"
strips were done for laffs in high school circa 1985. "The SOLDIER and The CYBORG" strip
was drawn circa 1983, and those two pages were all that were drawn.
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and encourage each other, and to promote higher standards of quality in small press. Applicants may
contact Chairman Steve Keeter, 6825 Tanglewood Bay Drive Apt 113/ Orlando, FL 32821

(stevekeeter@gmail.com)

UMNITED

FANZINE
ORGANIZATION

BRAIN FREEZE #6 ($4.00 postpaid in the
USA/ from Jim Main/ Main Enterprises/ PO
Box 93/ New Milford, CT 06776, or
mainjim23@gmail.com). The prolific Jim
Main releases another fine issue of BRAIN
FREEZE!-- The “Slice of Life” issue features
true stories by Verl Bond, Simon Mackie,
Robert Sodaro and Tom Ahearn, and others. Some of these
stories are very moving, and all are very well done. Brad
Foster contributes a beautiful front cover!

DEFENDERS OF MARS #4 (55.00 ppd. from
Verl Holt Bond/ 1663 Blue Heron Lane
Jacksonville Beach Florida 32250-5519
, email: verlholtbond@gmail.com). The war
between the Martians and their Terran
allies, and the brutal Pootaan continues!
Verl Bond presents a gripping, and some-
times tragic tale, along with some of his finest artwork yet!
Threats and violence fail to discourage those fighting for
right, and even Pootaan's own soldiers raise an eyebrow
when the eventuality of a nuclear response arises!

FLYING PIG PUBLICATIONS PRESENTS #1
(Available for 99 cents from Jim Main at
mainjim23@gmail.com . Jim can also be
reached at: Main Enterprises/ PO Box
93/ New Milford, CT 06776). This PDF
only publication showcases comics, art-
work and fiction from the Flying Pig Pub-
lications crew of outstanding talents!-- including Verl Hold
Bond, Robert Sodaro, Rusty Gilligan, Tom Ahearn, and
many, many more! Check out the exciting story of “Ulysses
Solomon Occult, Paranormal Detective Meets the Heap!”
by John Mundy, or “Miss Hitchbone Reclaims Her Own” by
Will Murray. Other contributors include Larry Johnson,
Steve Shipley, and more!

MADAME BOOGALA #1 ($6.00 from Larry
Johnson/ 32 Greenbrook Road/ Hyde Park,
MA 02136 or by PayPal SEND MONEY to
email: LewBrownl@verizon.net). Madame
Boogala goes on a supernatural journey
when a strange creature-- a man com-
posed of wind-- shows up at her shop seek-
ing her help. Find out the mystery of “Spirit of the Wind”
in this debut issue. A 36 page full color comic!

THE RAVEN #1 REPRINT EDITION ($3.00
ppd from Steve Keeter/ 6825 Tanglewood
Bay Drive/ Apt 113/ Orlando, FL 32821 or
via PayPal to stevekeeter@gmail.com).
Steve Keeter reprints the first issue of THE
RAVEN, revealing the dramatic events that

led to THE RAVEN #2! The late, great Tim Corrigan illus-
trates from Steve's script, and there is plenty of action,
and perhaps a touch of controversy. Updated with a new
editorial and Checklist.

SUNWING #5 (53.00 ppd from Steve
Keeter/ 6825 Tanglewood Bay Drive/ Apt
113/ Orlando, FL 32821 (or via PayPal to
stevekeeter@gmail.com). Concluding at
last the “Sorceress” saga begun by Steve
Skeates and Larry Blake, Steve Keeter and

. artist Scott McClung bring Sunwing and
the Titan into 2021! The heroes battle the mad daughter
of Doctor Matter and her batwing demons! Meanwhile, in
the Dark Dimension, Nightman prepares for battle!

TALES OF THE BROKEN B #1 (56.00 ppd
from Larry Johnson/ 31 Greenbrook Road/
Hyde Park, MA 02136, or you can order via
Paypal, use the SEND MONEY feature to
LewBrownl@verizon.net). This beautifully
illustrated (in full color!) western ghost
story introduces us to Clyde Brittle-- a man
truly haunted by his past. Has the ghost of a man he killed
returned for vengeance? Clyde and his befuddled best
friend Ernie encounter supernatural adventure in the Wild
West!

TEAM UFO #1 ($4.00 US or $5.00 Canada
from Rob Cooley/ 7128 Munsee
Ln.Indianapolis, IN 46260, or, Jason BI;I"-
ock/ HeroCentralStudio P.0.B. 2684, Lo-
ganville Ga 30052. This comic book may
also be ordered in digital format from ei-
ther creator: cooleytoons8@gmail.com or
herocentrastudio@gmail.com ). TEAM UFO #1 is an out-
standing collaboration between two of the UFO's finest
members and their characters... Rob Cooley's Ghostfire
meets Jason Bullock's Victoria Regina! The battle that en-
sues is one for the record books! Some great storytelling,
and this one is non-stop action!

TETRAGRAMMATON FRAGMENTS! (THE
UFO NEWSLETTER) ($3.00 for non-
members, or a 6-issue subscription for $18
from UFO Chairman Steve Keeter/ 6825
Tanglewood Bay Drive Apt 113/ Orlando, FL
32821, or from stevekeeter@gmail.com ).
The Official Newsletter of the United Fan-
zine Organization features articles, artwork, and more
from co-op members. Many of the greats of small press
have been, and are, involved in this influential group.
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